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Subject: Microsoft Settlement

The following is my complaint against the Microsoft Settlement:
Failure to address 11l Gotten Gains

Completely missing from the proposed final order is anything
that would make Microsoft pay for its past misdeeds, and

this is an omission that must be remedied. Microsoft is
hardly a first time offender, and has never shown remorse

for its conduct, choosing instead to repeatedly attack the
motives and character of officers of the government and
members of the judiciary.

Microsoft has profited richly from the maintenance of its
monopoly. On September 30, 2001, Microsoft reported cash
and short-term investments of $36.2 billion, up from $31.6
billion the previous quarter -- an accumulation of more than
$1.5 billion per month.

It is astounding that Microsoft would face only a "sin no
more" edict from a court, after its long and tortured

history of evasion of antitrust enforcement and its
extraordinary embrace of anticompetitive practices --
practices recognized as illegal by all members of the DC
Circuit court. The court has a wide range of options that
would address the most egregious of Microsoft's past
misdeeds. For example, even if the court decided to forgo
the break-up of the Windows and Office parts of the company,
it could require more targeted divestitures, such as
divestitures of its browser technology and media player
technologies, denying Microsoft the fruits of its illegal
conduct, and it could require affirmative support for rival
middleware products that it illegally acted to sabotage.
Instead the proposed order permits Microsoft to consolidate
the benefits from past misdeeds, while preparing for a weak
oversight body tasked with monitoring future misdeeds only.
What kind of a signal does this send to the public and to
other large corporate law breakers? That economic crimes

pay!

Please consider these and other criticisms of the settlement
proposal, and avoid if possible yet another weak ending to a
Microsoft antitrust case. Better to send this unchastened
monopoly juggernaut a sterner message.
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